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Ryerson and Artscape encourage voter engagement through the power of art 
 
TORONTO, ON – On the UN International Day for Democracy, Ryerson University’s 
Democratic Engagement Exchange (The Exchange), together with Artscape, launched 
‘Artists for Democracy’, an interactive public art installation that encourages voter 
engagement.  
 
“Looking at long-term voter turnout trends, particularly in Toronto, and around the world, 
we know that a vibrant democracy can’t be taken for granted,” said John Beebe, 
Ryerson University’s Senior Advisor of Democracy and the Leader of the Democratic 
Engagement Exchange. “A lot of people don’t vote because they feel like it doesn’t 
matter or because the process intimidates them. When we ask people what matters to 
them, and then actively listen to what they have to say, it connects their hopes and 
dreams to the election. Artists have always played a key role in building a vibrant 
democratic culture. The interactive Artists for Democracy public art installation inspires 
and demystifies the voting process.” 
 
The Exchange commissioned artists at Artscape Daniels Launchpad to design and build 
a 12 ft. ballot box in Toronto’s Regent Park neighbourhood, illustrated with graphics that 
reflect the issues that matter most to the community. This public art installation is part of 
The Exchange’s Vote PopUp program, which uses simulated polling places to invite 
people to reflect and vote on the issues that matter most to them, rather than a 
candidate or party. 
 
“For Artscape, thriving communities are inclusive places where everyone’s voice 
matters. Initiatives like this public art installation and a community barbecue can be 
catalysts for voter engagement because they encourage a dialogue on the issues that 
matter most to the city,” said Nidhi Khanna, Chief Operating Officer at Artscape.  
 
The launch event drew hundreds of Torontonians and was hosted by Artscape at 
Daniels Spectrum in Regent Park, as part of a national non-partisan voter engagement 
campaign called the Canadian Vote Coalition. In addition to the Artists for Democracy 
public art installation, the event featured music, games and a community barbecue. 
 
************************************************************************************ 
The Democratic Engagement Exchange at Ryerson University’s Faculty of Arts is 
building a vibrant and inclusive democracy where everyone living in Canada can 
contribute. The Exchange equips non-profits, government agencies, funders and 
grassroots leaders with the knowledge and tools they need to foster democratic 
engagement. Learn more at engagedemocracy.ca. 
 
Artscape is a Toronto-based not-for-profit urban development organization that makes 
space for creativity and transforms communities. Since it began in 1986, Artscape has 

https://engagedemocracy.ca/


become an internationally recognized leader in creative placemaking, a practice that 
leverages the power of art, culture and creativity as a catalyst for community growth and 
transformation. Artscape works with a range of private sector, government, philanthropic 
and community partners to build vibrant spaces that cluster creative people together to 
live, work, collaborate and contribute to the social fabric of the neighbourhood.  
Artscape also delivers programs and services that support creatives in their career 
development. Artscape currently manages a growing portfolio of 14 unique cultural 
facilities—including community cultural hubs; multi-purpose creative spaces; artist 
live/work studio spaces; and 44 performance and event venues—all operated as social 
enterprises. The hubs welcome over half-a-million visitors annually to participate in 
exhibitions, community arts programs and events. Learn more at artscape.ca. 
 
The Canadian Vote Coalition is the largest non-partisan voter engagement campaign 
in Canada’s history. Led by The Exchange and Apathy is Boring, the network of 650+ 
local organizations and leaders (including Artscape) have committed to breaking down 
barriers to participation and demystifying the voting process ahead of the 2019 federal 
election. 
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